IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend claims 1, 5, and 15-19 as follows. Please add claims 20-26 as 
follows. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A metho d for selecting a gateway network node for a 
mobile station serv^od by a serving network node, in a system wiiere at least two network 
op e rators share a radio n e twork and the serving netw^ork nod e , the system comprising at 
least two gateway netw^ork nodes , the method comprising: 

maintaining partner information about predefined partner networks, the partner 
information indicating that said-network operators share the-a,serving network node, and 

selecting a gateway network node for the-a_mobile station served by the serving 
network node on the basis of the partner information, 

wherein the selecting a -of the g ateway network node for the mobile station on the 
basis of the partner information comprises 

checking on the basis of the partner information whether a mobile station is in the 
home network, in a predefined partner network of tbe-a.home networ k, or in a ncUvork 
outside them ; and 

sel e cting th e gateway network node of th e home network if the mobile station is in 
its home network; 

selecting the gateway network node of the home network if the mobile station is in 
a predefined partner network of the home networki-afid 

selecting the gateway network node of a visited network if th e mobile station is 
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outaide its homo notwork or prodefinod partner mobile networks of its home network . 



2. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 1, wherein the partner 
information comprises direct or indirect indications of 

the network in which the mobile station is located, and of 
the home network of the mobile station. 

3. Cancelled 

4. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 1, wherein the selecting a 
gateway network node for the mobile station on the basis of the partner information 
comprises 

checking on the basis of the partner information whether the mobile station is in a 
network that is a predefined partner network of the one belonging to its home network 
operator; and 

selecting the gateway network node of a visited network if the mobile station is in 
a network that is a predefined partner network of the one belonging to its home network 
operator. 



5. (Currently Amended) A mobile communications system^ comprising! 
at least one mobile station,: 
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a subscriber register for maintainin a configured to maintain subscriber information 
of the mobile station^i 

at least two networks to which the mobile station connects when the mobile station 
is within the area of the network, one of the networks being tbe-a_home network of the 
mobile station, the networks comprising at least one gateway network node -fer 
interactio nt o interact between packet switched mobile networks and external data 
networks-iaftd 

at least one serving network node for serving configured to sei-ve the mobile 
station while the mobile station is in the area of the serving network node, 

wherein the system is configured to maintain partner information about networks 
that are predefined partner networks of the home network, the home network sharing at 
least one serving network node with each of the predefined partner networksji 

wherein the system is further configured to 

check on the basis of the partner information whether a mobile station is in the 
home network, in a predefined partner network of the home networ k, or in a network 
outside them: , and 

select the gatowa)' n e twork node of the homo n e twork if tlie mobile station ia in its 
home network; ^ 

select the gateway network node of the home network if the mobile station is in a 
predefined partner network of the home networkj^id 

oolect the gateway network node of a visited network if the mobile station is 
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outside its homo network or prod e finod partner mobile networks ot its home network . 

6. (Previously Presented) A system according to claim 5, wherein the partner 
information is maintained in the serving network node to indicate the networks sharing 
the serving network node. 

7. (Previously Presented) A system according to claim 6, wherein the serving 
network node is configured to compare the mobile network code/mobile country code of 
the mobile station, in connection with the context activation of the mobile station, with 
access point name operator identifiers stored for each network operator sharing the 
serving network node, said mobile network code/mobile country code indicating 
explicitly the home network of the mobile station and said access point name operator 
identifier indicating implicitly the partner information. 

8. (Previously Presented) A system according to claim 5, wherein the serving 
network node is also configured to connect a mobile station located in a mobile network 
that is a predefined partner network of its home network to the gateway network node of 
the home network. 

9. (Previously Presented) A system according to claim 5, wherein the partner 
information is maintained in a subscriber register. 
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10. (Previously Presented) A system according to claim 9, wherein the subscriber 
register is configured to 

check the partner information in connection with the location update of the mobile 
station; 

set the value of a "Visitor-PLMN address allowed"-flag to 'No' if the mobile 
station is in a predefined partner network of the home network; and 
indicate the value of the flag to the serving network node, 

11. (Previously Presented) A system according to claim 5, wherein the serving 
network node is also configured to coimect the mobile station located in a predefined 
partner network of its home network to the gateway network node of the home network. 

12. (Previously Presented) A system according to claim 5, wherein the subscriber 
register is configured to 

check the partner information in connection with the location update of the mobile 
station, the partner information comprising at least one network belonging to the home 
network operator; 

set value of the "Visitor-PLMN address allowed"-flag to 'Yes' if the mobile 
station is located in a network that is a predefined partner network of the one belonging to 
its home network operator; and 
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indicate the value of the flag to the serving network node. 

13. (Previously Presented) A system according to claim 5, wherein the serving 
network node is also configured to connect the mobile station located in a predefined 
partner network of the one belonging to its home network operator to the gateway 
network node of the visited network on the basis of the partner information, the partner 
information comprising at least one network belonging to the home network operator. 

14. (Previously Presented) A system according to claim 9, wherein the subscriber 
register is configured to 

compare the mobile network code/mobile country code of the mobile station with 
access point name operator identifiers stored for each network operator sharing the 
network in connection with the location update of the mobile station; and 

indicate the result of the comparison to the serving network node. 

15. (Currently Amended) A subscriber rogiotor for maintaining subscriber 
information in a svstcm A n apparatus, comprising: 

at least ono mobile station, 

at l e ast two notworlcs to which the mobile station connects when the mobile station 
is within the area of tho notvvork, ono of the networks b e ing the homo network of the 
mobile station, tho notworlcs comprising at least one gateway network node for 
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interaction betwoon packot switched mobile network f } and extomal data networka, and 
at least ono sorving network node for ooning the mobllo station while tho mobile 

station is in the area of the serving network node, 
the subscriber register comprising: 

a first routine for maintainin g configured to maintain partner information about 
networks that are predefined partner networks of ^a.network, the-a_partner network and 
the-aLhome network sharing at least one serving network node, wherein die serving 
network node is configured to serve a mobile station while the mobile station is in the 
area of the servin g network node: 

a second routme for ch e ckin g configured to check the partner information of the 
mobile stationran4; 

a third routine for indicatin g configured to indicate , on the basis of the partner 
information, the gateway network node, to which the mobile station is to be connected, to 
the serving network node serving the mobile station^i 

wh e rein the subscriber register is configured to 

a checking unit configured to check on the basis of the partner information 
whether a mobile station is in th e home netw^ork, in a predefined partner network of the 
home networ k, or in a network outside them : and 

an indicator configured to indicate the gateway network node of the home network 
if the mobile station is in its home network:^ indicate the gateway network node of the 
home network if the mobile station is in a predefined partner network of the home 
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networ k; and indicate the gateway notwork node of a visited n e twork if the mobile station 
is outside its home network or predefined partner mobile networks of its home network . 



16. (Currently Amended) A serving notwork node for relaying packet switched 
data in a GVStcm An apparatus, comprising: 
at l e ast one mobile station^ 

a subscriber register for maintaining subscriber information of the mobile station, 

iXll\X 

at loaot two ncUvorka to which tho mobile station connoots when tho mobilo station 
is within the area of the network, on e of the networks b e ing the homo notworic of the 
mobile station, tho notworlco comprising at least one gateway notwork node for 
interaction between packet switched mobile networks ond external data networks, 

th e s e rving network nod e comprising: 

a first routine for chockin g configured to check partner information about networks 
that are predefined partner networks of the-a.network, the partner network and ^a_home 
network sharing the s e rving network nod o apparatusr ^id: 

a second routine for selcctin g configured to select a gateway network node on the 
basis of the partner information^; 

wherein tho serving notwork node is configured to 

a checking unit configured to check on the basis of the partner information 
whether a mobile station is in tho home network, in a predefined partner network of the 
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home networ k, or in a n o tvvork outside th e m ; and 

a selector configured to select the gateway network node of the home network if 
th e mobile station is in its home network; s e l e ct th e gat e way network nod e of the home 
network if the mobile station is in a predefined partner network of the home network- 
select the gateway network node of a visited network if the mobile station is outside its 
home network or predefined partn e r mobile networks of its home network . 

17. (Currently Amended) A serving network nod oA n apparatus according to claim 
16, further comprising a third routine for maintainin g configured to maintain partner 
information. 

18. (Currently Amended) A ser\'ing network nod oA n apparatus according to claim 
16, wherein the network nod c apparatus is a serving general packet radio service support 
node of a general packet radio service network. 

19. (Currently Amended) A s e rving network node for relaying packet switched 
data in a system comprising at least one mobile station and at least two networks, one of 
which is a homo network of the at least one mobile station A n apparatus, the serving 
network node comprising : 

partner information checking m eans for checking partner information about 
networks that are predefined partner networks of a network. the-a_partner network and the 
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a,home network sharing a serving network node thc apparatusr -aB^: 

selecting means for selecting a gateway network node on the basis of the partner 

informationj; 

wherein the serving network node further compris e s 

checking m eans for checking on the basis of the partner information whether a 
mobile station is in the home n e twork, in a predefined partner network of the home 
networ k, or in a network outside thorn ; and 

moans for selecting the gateway network node of the homo network if the mobile 
station is in its home netv^^ork; 

predefmed partner network selecting m eans for selecting the gateway network 
node of the home network if the mobile station is in a predefmed partner network of the 
home networki-aed 

means for selecting the gat e way network node of a visited network if the mobile 
station is outside its home network or predefinod partner mobile networks of its hom e 
network . 

20. (New) An apparatus, comprising: 

maintaining means for maintaining partner information about networks that are 
predefined partner networks of a network, a partner network and a home network sharing 
at least one serving network node, wherein the serving network node is configured to 
serve a mobile station while the mobile station is in the area of the serving network node; 
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partner information checking means for checking the partner information of the 
mobile station; 

gateway network node indicating means for indicating, on the basis of the partner 
information, the gateway network node, to which the mobile station is to be connected, to 
the serving network node serving the mobile station; 

checking means for checking on the basis of the partner information whether a 
mobile station is in a predefined partner network of the home network; and 

predefined partner network indicating means for indicating the gateway network 
node of the home network if the mobile station is in a predefined partner network of the 
home network. 

21. (New) A method, comprising: 

checking partner information about networks that are predefined partner networks 
of a network, a partner network and a home network sharing the apparatus; 

selecting a gateway network node on the basis of the partner information; 

checking on the basis of the partner information whether a mobile station is in a 
predefined partner network of the home network; and 

selecting the gateway network node of the home network if the mobile station is in 
a predefined partner network of the home network. 

22. (New) A method, comprising: 
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maintaining partner information about networks that are predefined partner 
networks of a network, a partner network and a home network sharing at least one 
serving network node, wherein the serving network node is configured to serve a mobile 
station while the mobile station is in the area of the serving network node; 

checking the partner information of the mobile station; 

indicating, on the basis of the partner information, the gateway network node, to 
which the mobile station is to be connected, to the serving network node serving the 
mobile station; 

checking on the basis of the partner information whether a mobile station is in a 
predefined partner network of the home network; and 

indicating the gateway network node of the home network if the mobile station is 
in a predefined partner network of the home network. 

23. (New) A method according to claim 1, wherein the selecting of the gateway 
network node for the mobile station on the basis of the partner information comprises 

checking on the basis of the partner information whether the mobile station is in 
the home network, in a predefined partner network of the home network, or in a network 
outside them; 

selecting the gateway network node of the home network if the mobile station is in 
its home network; and 

selecting the gateway network node of a visited network if the mobile station is 
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outside its home network or predefined partner mobile networks of its home network. 

24. (New) A system according to claim 5, wherein the system is configured to 
check on the basis of the partner information whether a mobile station is in the 

home network, in a predefined partner network of the home network, or in a network 
outside them, 

select the gateway network node of the home network if the mobile station is in its 
home network, and 

select the gateway network node of a visited network if the mobile station is 
outside its home network or predefined partner mobile networks of its home network. 

25. (New) An apparatus according to claim 15, wherein 

the checking unit is configured to check on the basis of the partner information 
whether a mobile station is in the home network, in a predefined partner network of the 
home network, or in a network outside them; and 

the indicator is configured to indicate the gateway network node of the home 
network if the mobile station is in its home network, and to indicate the gateway network 
node of a visited network if the mobile station is outside its home network or predefined 
partner mobile networks of its home network. 

26. (New) An apparatus according to claim 16, wherein 
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the checking unit is configured to check on the basis of the partner information 
whether a mobile station is in the home network, in a predefined partner network of the 
home network, or in a network outside them; and 

the selector is configured to select the gateway network node of the home network 
if the mobile station is in its home network, and to select the gateway network node of a 
visited network if the mobile station is outside its home network or predefined partner 
mobile networks of its home network. 
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